Smokefree Event Toolkit

Creating safer, healthier and more accessible events

2c. Customizable Media Release Template

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE







[Contact Information]

[Date]


[City], Ore.—The [Event] planning committee is proud to announce that this year’s powwow [or other event type] will be 100 percent smokefree. Smoking commercial tobacco will be prohibited during the entire event on all event grounds. The use of traditional tobacco will be allowed.

Commercial tobacco refers to products for recreational and habitual use that large tobacco companies manufacture and sell for a profit. By contrast, ceremonial tobacco is the original, gifted and sacred tobacco that some Native tribes use strictly for spiritual, cultural and ceremonial use. It ensures the continuance of the Native way of life and is not
banned in a smokefree event.

“We are dedicated to providing a safe and healthy community,” said [Name], [role/title with event]. “Commercial tobacco use is one of the most significant health risks facing American Indians and Alaska Natives. Making [event] smokefree helps reduce secondhand smoke exposure, demonstrates to our children that smoking is not the norm, and supports those of us who have successfully quit smoking or are trying to quit. Most people prefer smokefree spaces, and this creates a more welcoming and accessible event—especially for young people or people with health conditions that are impacted by secondhand smoke.”

“We applaud the [Event] committee for their leadership in reducing commercial tobacco use,” said [Name (an influential community member if possible or someone from the Native American Rehabilitation Center of the Northwest)], [role/title]. “In addition to the obvious health benefits, smokefree events draw the important distinction between traditional and commercial tobacco, ensuring that traditional use of tobacco remains sacred and helping break the cycle of addiction and substance abuse that has been passed on for generations.”

Smokefree environments are especially important in Indian Country. American Indian/Alaska Natives are twice as likely to smoke as all Oregon adults and 46 percent of American Indian/Alaska Native adults are exposed to secondhand smoke in a typical week, compared to just 39 percent of all Oregon adults. Twenty-one percent of American Indian and Alaska Native youth in 11th grade in Oregon report smoking, compared to 17 percent of all 11th grade Oregonians. Two out of every five Native American and Alaska Natives die from commercial tobacco-related illnesses each year; this is higher than deaths related to alcohol, illicit drug use, motor vehicle accidents and suicide combined. 

Resources

Smokefree policies are proven to help people quit. The Oregon Quit Line provides free advice, information and materials to help smokers quit for good. Call 800-QUIT-NOW. The Native American RehabilitationAssociation of the Northwest (NARA) provides culturally appropriate education, physical and mental health services as well as substance abuse treatment to American Indians, Alaska Natives and other vulnerable people. Call 503-230-9875 or visit www.naranorthwest.org.

About [Event]

[Insert standard language about your event including the date, time, location and contact information of the main coordinator.]

