Smokefree Event Toolkit

Creating safer, healthier and more accessible events

1f. Customizable policy

The [Event] SmokeFree Policy

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] recognizes that commercial tobacco product use and secondhand smoke near children, youth and adults is ultimately unhealthy and detrimental to the health of others; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] recognizes that commercial tobacco or tobacco products includes any product made to maintain or create addiction in its user; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] recognizes commercial tobacco products are often consumed in public places and discarded on the ground, thus creating a risk of ingestion to young children, a litter problem and a fire risk; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] recognizes that as parents, older brothers and sisters, family members and community members, we set the standard as role models, and the use of commercial tobacco products around youth has a negative effect on their lifestyle choices; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] recognizes that tobacco use causes addiction, disease and death; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] honors the role that traditional [unmanufactured or virgin] tobacco plays in our ceremonial and powwow drum blessings and views this sharing as an important way to remain healthful and addiction free; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] honors the Creator’s wish for His children’s health; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] recognizes that these important values can be taught within our [annual powwow, auction, etc.]; and

WHEREAS, [Event Committee] sees no conflict between this policy and the traditional use of tobacco for ceremonial and healing purposes:

Section 1. Commercial tobacco use prohibited

No person shall smoke commercial tobacco anywhere on the event grounds during [Event].

Section 2. Provision for traditional [unmanufactured tobaccovirgin tobacco] for ceremonial observation and powwow protocol

The [Event Committee] will ensure that virgin or unmanufactured tobacco will be available for proper blessings of drums and ceremonies as needed during the [Event]. Traditional tobacco may be smoked on site under direction of tribal leaders. 

Section 2a. Provision for use of commercial tobacco

In the event unmanufactured or virgin tobacco is unavailable and only commercial tobacco is provided, it must be blessed and all reference to its brand removed and discarded to reduce the potential for the branding of addiction within this ceremony. 


Section 3. Enforcement

1. Appropriate signs shall be posted.

2. The community will be notified about this policy.

3. Staff will make periodic observations of the [Event] to monitor for compliance. 

4. The [Event] emcee will be contracted to provide healthful reminders of the importance of being tobacco addiction free, smokefree, and for providing good role modeling for youth and to support the development of personal and institutional smokefree policies.

Section 4. Effective Date

This policy statement is effective immediately upon the date of adoption.
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